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SAFETY
Flash Floods

Spring is the season of rain, and is officially here, even though the temperatures may
feel otherwise! With the rainfall comes the risk of flood watches, warnings, and events.

On average, more people are killed by flooding than by any other single severe weather
hazard, including tornadoes, lightning, and hurricanes. Most of these deaths occur at
night, when it is more difficult to recognize flood dangers, and when people are trapped
in vehicles. Do you and your workers know what to do in case of a flood?

Flash Flood Watch means it is possible that rain will cause flash flooding in the
specified area. Be alert and prepared for a flood emergency.

Flash Flood Warning means flash flooding is occurring or is imminent in the specified
area. Move to safe ground immediately.

If a Flash Flood Warning is issued for your area...

e |If advised to evacuate, do so immediately! Act quickly to save yourself, you may
not have much time.

e Get out of areas that are subject to flooding and move to a safe area before
access is cut off by flood waters. Low spots such as dips, canyons, and washes
are not the places you want to be during flooding!

e DO NOT camp or park your vehicle along streams and washes, particularly
during threatening conditions.

e DO NOT drive if not necessary. If driving is necessary, do not attempt to drive
over a flooded road, as the depth of the water is not always obvious, and the
roadway may no longer be intact under the water. Never drive around a
barricade; they are placed there for your protection! If your vehicle stalls, leave it
immediately and move to higher ground before water sweeps you and your
vehicle away.

e DO NOT try to walk, swim, or play in flood water. You may not be able to
determine if there are holes or submerged debris, or how quickly the water is
flowing, and you may be swept away. If water is moving swiftly, as little as 6
inches of water can knock you off of your feet! There is also a danger of
hazardous materials polluting the water. Also remember that water is an
electrical conductor, if there are power lines down, there is a possibility of
electrocution.

e Always continue to monitor the situation through the National Weather Service
website, your NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards, or favorite local television or
radio stations.
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SAFETY REMINDER
Turn around. Don’t drown.



