
PREVENTING WORKPLACE MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS: 
 A CRITICAL SAFETY PRIORITY 

Motor vehicle incidents remain one of the leading causes of work-related fatalities across multiple 
industries.  Whether employees are driving for deliveries, transporting goods, or commuting 
between job sites, roadway safety is an essential part of a comprehensive workplace safety 
program.  The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) continues to emphasize 
the importance of employer-driven initiatives to prevent motor vehicle crashes and protect workers 
from transportation-related hazards. 

The Alarming Reality of Workplace Motor Vehicle Incidents 

According to OSHA, transportation incidents accounted for nearly 40% of all workplace fatalities 
in recent years.  These accidents not only result in tragic losses but also cost businesses millions 
in workers’ compensation claims, vehicle repairs, and productivity losses.  Recognizing these 
risks, OSHA is actively encouraging employers to implement effective motor vehicle safety 
policies that align with established safety standards. 

Employer Responsibilities: Creating a Culture of Safe Driving 

Employers play a crucial role in reducing motor vehicle incidents.  OSHA outlines several key 
actions that organizations can take to enhance roadway safety: 

• Develop a Written Safety Program: Establish a comprehensive motor vehicle safety
program that includes policies on distracted driving, seatbelt use, vehicle maintenance,
and fatigue management.

• Ensure Proper Vehicle Maintenance: Regular inspections and preventative
maintenance are necessary to keep company vehicles safe and roadworthy.

• Implement Safe Driving Policies: Prohibit texting while driving, enforce seat belt usage,
and establish limits on driving hours to prevent fatigue-related accidents.

• Provide Driver Training: Require employees to undergo defensive driving courses and
refresher training, especially if they operate heavy vehicles or transport hazardous
materials.

• Monitor Driving Behavior: Utilize GPS tracking and telematics to identify risky driving
habits and correct unsafe behaviors before they result in incidents.

Promoting Safer Driving Habits Among Employees 

Drivers must also take responsibility for their own safety and the safety of others on the road. 
OSHA provides the following recommendations for employees who operate vehicles as part of 
their job duties: 

• Follow Traffic Laws and Company Policies: Adhere to all speed limits, avoid aggressive
driving, and comply with employer safety protocols.

• Eliminate Distractions: Never use mobile devices while driving.  Even hands-free calls
can be a significant distraction.

• Stay Well-Rested: Fatigue is a leading cause of motor vehicle crashes.  Drivers should
take regular breaks and recognize when they need rest.



• Be Weather Aware: Adjust driving practices for hazardous conditions such as rain, snow, 
or fog to reduce accident risks. 

• Conduct Pre-Trip Vehicle Checks: Before hitting the road, ensure brakes, lights, and 
other essential vehicle components are functioning correctly. 

• OSHA Standards and Compliance 
• Employers must also ensure compliance with OSHA’s motor vehicle safety standards. 

While OSHA does not have specific regulations for every driving-related hazard, it does 
enforce the General Duty Clause, which requires employers to provide a workplace 
free from recognized hazards. Additional standards from the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
may apply to certain industries, particularly those involving commercial trucking and 
hazardous material transport. 

• Take Action to Reduce Workplace Motor Vehicle Incidents 
• Preventing workplace motor vehicle crashes requires a commitment to safety from both 

employers and employees. By implementing OSHA’s recommended best practices and 
fostering a culture of responsible driving, businesses can protect their workers, reduce 
liability, and enhance overall operational efficiency. 

• For more information on workplace motor vehicle safety, visit OSHA’s official website 
at www.osha.gov/motor-vehicle-safety. 

https://www.osha.gov/motor-vehicle-safety



